What does the future hold?

Purpose
To enable students to see the past, present and future as a continuum.

To introduce the students to the idea of alternative futures.

Preparation
% Copies of Student sheet 1- What does the future hold?
% Copies of Student sheet 2 — Quotes about the future.

earn lots
getjob Of money
moved from in USA
Aberdeen joined Youth  Gran’s dog
to Glasgow Club died

travel world

— leave home

born moved got first school trip sit exams
9/4/88 school computer to London | .
eave getajo
school get
married

Procedure

¢ Ask each student to copy an example of a timeline (see the sample shown
above to help the explanation).

+ Show that point A is when they were born and point B is now. B-C is the
ideal future they would like and B-D is the probable future they will have.

¢+ The students then mark memorable events (with approximate dates) in
their lives.

¢ They then imagine what events they would ideally like to happen in their
future, and the events that will probably happen in their future.

¢+ Now ask students to fill in Student sheet 1- What does the future
hold? When they have finished, ask them to discuss their thoughts in
pairs. Students should share their ideal futures and share what they think

is more likely to happen.
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Looking more closely at their ideal future

*

List some of the things which might prevent their ideal future from
happening.

Discuss what actions they would need to take to make their ideal future
happen.

What might they need help with and who would they ask to help them?
What are some of the things they feel they can do nothing about?

Will their choices affect others?

Will they affect the environment?

Does that make a difference?

Looking at the wider picture

*

*

Did anyone include events that were not part of their personal lives?
What are some of the issues that are worrying people just now — locally,
nationally and internationally?

Are there issues which bother them?

Who are some of the people tackling them?

What could they do to help make a difference?

Looking at sustainability

*

Ask the students to choose one of the quotes on Student sheet 2 —
Quotes about the future and talk with their neighbour about why they
chose it.What are the quotes all saying?

Make a list of what is not sustainable about their ideal futures.

Does it make them want to change their ideal future? If yes, why? If not,

why not?
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What does the future

My dream future

Will you get there?

If yes, then how?

If not, why not?

What could you do to get closer to your dream?
+ By yourself:

+ With help from others:

+ As part of what others are doing already:
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Quotes about the future
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